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Environmental English

woodland or forest?



Woodland: 

• land covered with trees:

‘large areas of ancient woodland’

Forest: 

• a large area covered chiefly with trees and undergrowth:

‘a pine forest’

www.oxforddictionaries.com



Woodland: 

• low-density forest forming open habitats with plenty of sunlight 

and limited shade

Forest: 

• a large area of land covered with trees…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland



British English

Woodland
• tree-covered areas which arose naturally

and which are then managed

Forest
• is usually used to describe plantations, 

usually more extensive

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland







woodlandancient woodland



Ancient

Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence:

‘the ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean’

Having been in existence for a very long time:

‘ancient forests’

www.oxforddictionaries.com



Ancient woodland…

continuously wooded since at least …

1600 AD

www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences



ancient woodland



Ancient woodland indicator species



100 most reliable indicators for a region



post-1600 sites have less than 10 indicator species



ancient woodlandancient semi-natural woodland



ancient semi-natural woodland (asnw)

• native trees and shrubs

• natural regeneration

www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences



Ancient woodland also includes…

…plantations on ancient woodland sites

www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences



Management of ancient woodland

• trees and shrubs cut down periodically

• if still woodland, still considered ancient

• do not necessarily contain very old trees







Why is it important?

ancient woodland 

+ traditional practices 

= rich biodiversity



Old-growth forest

• Forest that resulted from natural succession 

without human influence

https://www.iucn.org/downloads/en_iucn__glossary_definitions.pdf



Old-growth forest

• has attained great age without significant disturbance

• exhibits unique ecological features 

• might be classified as a climax community

White, D & Lloyd, T (1994). "Defining Old Growth: Implications For Management"

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old-growth_forest





Environmental English

ancient woodland ≠ old-growth forest!
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Forest glossary
climax forest

An ecological community that represents the culminating stage of a natural forest 
succession for its locality, i.e., for its environment.

(http://dictionaryofforestry.org/dict)

late seral forest

A seral community (or sere) is an intermediate stage found in ecological succession in an 
ecosystem advancing towards its climax community.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seral_community)

primeval forest

A very old or ancient forest, especially one in a natural state, untouched by agriculture or 
industry.

(http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/primeval-forest)



• Czech Prales = primeval / virgin forest Přirozený les = original forest

• Slovak Prales = primeval / virgin forest

• Finnish Aarniometsä luonnontilainen koskematon metsä

• Georgian

• German Primärwald = primary forest Urwald = primeval/ancient forest

• Hungarian Őserdő = natural forest

• Latvian Gārša

• Norwegian Urskog = old-growth forest

• Swedish Urskog = old-growth forest Naturskog = natural forest

Old-growth forest



Which word is best?!

management objective = key?



Thank you!


