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Forests cover one-third of the Czech 

landscape, which faces severe tests in the 

form of droughts and loss of biodiversity due 

to climate change. 

Are we ready for what lies ahead?



The platform for Sustainable Landscape 

Management collaborates with the Czech 

Ministry of the Environment on the National 

Action Plan for Climate Change 

Adaptation and National Forest 

Programme in the Czech Republic in 

formulating adaptation measures concerning 

the way forests are managed. 



The platform for Sustainable Landscape 

Management was set up to share 

information, give assistance in 

developing strategic advice and to 

provide education for sustainable 

landscape use. 





Based on this collaboration, we formulated 

recommendations here referred to as the 

"Ten Commandments" of Czech 

Sustainable Forestry



Introduce methods of ecological restoration 

that respect the pace of natural rejuvenation 

and protect ecosystem values.
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Limit the overall use of clear-cuts 

and minimize their size.

1



Allow for natural renewal and 

accept at least moderate 

regeneration time.
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Strive for a more natural tree 

species composition by

underplanting parent stands and

prefer natural forest regeneration 

and recruitment of pioneer trees 

within recovering forests.
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Ensure long-term maintenance of 

relationships between wildlife and 

forests with economically 

insignificant damage to allow 

regeneration of suitable tree 

species.
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Transform forest management: 

apply selective and small-scale 

management 

methods and support natural 

processes during stand 

development
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Ensure the protection of forest 

biodiversity and its monitoring at 

the level of species and types of 

forest communities.
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Habitat Directive and Natura 2000 

protect priority forest habitats 

(thermophilous oak forest, peat 

woods, alluvial and alder forests, 

ravine forests, pannonian oak-

hornbeam forests) 
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Each community requires its 

specific management based on 

historical knowledge and 

depending on the environment.
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The wilderness concept could be 

applied to species dependent on 

forest cover continuity, deadwood 

and large trees (some bryophytes, 

lichens, fungi, saproxylic beetles 

and birds associated with old 

forests, and cavity-nesters) 

negatively affected by extensive 

forest management.
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Some endangered species can be 

supported by traditional 

management with shorter rotation 

times replacing high forest 

systems (typically Pannonian oak-

hornbeam forests).
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Retain old trees and dead wood 

(including logging residues) to a level 

that will allow the optimal functioning of 

forests.
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Enhance natural water retention

and stabilize flows in forest streams 

to reduce erosion.

Prevent forest wetland desiccation. 

Restore wetlands and reassess 

existing ameliorative measures in 

forests.
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Reduce or completely eliminate the 

planting of geographically non-

indigenous species in forests 

important for biodiversity 

conservation.
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Prepare a policy against erosion based on

environment-friendly afforestation of non-forest 

land with regard to preserving biologically 

valuable sites and by making use of natural 

processes.
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Significantly limit or even 

completely exclude liming and 

fertilization of forest.
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Encourage the participation of land 

owners in decision-making leading 

to sustainable local and regional 

forestry, the return of residents to 

the countryside and economic 

activity on private land.
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• Forests are multifunctional and economic
interests cannot be prioritized over the ecosystem
values.

• Current spruce-oriented clear-cut management 
undermines these features and results in 
increased costs.

• Close-to-nature processes in forests are 
economically efficient.

We need diversity of available management 
principles to suit different environments and forest 
types case by case.

SUMMARY



During the event on 18/10/2016 in Prague, we will 
organize a public discussion entitled 

Forests and Climate Change – Are We Able to 
Take Responsibility?

INVITATION



Thank you for your attention!

Our work was supported by The Czech Academy of
Sciences


